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A B-52 lands ai Utapao Airbase, Thailand, after completion of the last bombing mission over Cambodia. 


Business as Usual With U.S. Pilots 


By Thomas W. Lippman 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

KORAT AIR BASE, Thai- 
land, Aug. 15 — Capt. Lonnie 
O. Ratley III of the U.S. Air 
Force flew his A-70 Corsair 
over to Cambodia this morn- 
ing and unloaded eight 500- 
pound bombs and 1,005 


rounds of 20-mm. cannon 
fire on a “known enemy posi- 
tion” northeast of Phnom 
Penh. 

He was back three hours 
later, and when he shut his 
engine' down at 11:45 a.m. 
America’s air war in Indo- 
china was over. 

Capt. Ratley, 29, a native 


of Plant City, Fla., flew the 
last plane of the last tactical 
air mission of the war, Air 
Force officers here said, as 
the U.S. bombing of Cambo- 
dia came to its congression- 
al imposed halt. 

Time ran out at 11 a.m. 
and the A-7s and F-4 Phan- 
toms of Korat’s 388th Tacti- 


cal Fighter Wing were bomb- 
ing and strafing all morn- 
ing almost up to the dead- 
line. After 11:00, the planes 
were still roaring off into 
the sky but they carried no 
more bombs as the unit re- 
verted to “training status.” 

See PILOTS, A3, Col. 1 


